
 

 

CAROL COLBURN GRIGOR 
HONOURED BY ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH ORCHESTRAS 

 
The Association of British Orchestras (ABO) has presented its 2020 ABO Award to Carol Colburn 
Grigor in recognition of her remarkable record of charitable giving to the arts. 
 
The award is presented annually as part of the ABO Conference and recognises the work of an 
individual or institution considered by the ABO membership to have made the most important 
contribution to the orchestral life of the UK. It is unique among the many prestigious awards and 
prizes in the music world because its recipient is nominated by the member orchestras themselves.  
 
In a reception at The Bridgewater Hall in Manchester this evening, Chair of the ABO Board, Gavin 

Reid, praised the Director of Dunard Fund for her “tireless advocacy and dedication to the continued 

success and well-being of the UK’s classical music sector” and for providing “vital financial support” 

which has helped to “drive innovation and ambition” within the sector.  

Through the Dunard Fund, Colburn Grigor has donated over £100 million to the arts in the UK and 
her contributions to classical music and the visual arts have been recognised with honours including 
Commander of the British Empire (CBE). She was an inaugural recipient of the Prince of Wales Medal 
for Philanthropy, has been admitted as a Chevalier into France’s Ordre des Arts et des Lettres and 
has also received an Honorary Doctorate of Music from Edinburgh Napier University.  
 
Carol Colburn Grigor commented: “I am deeply honoured to be recognised by the ABO and 

somewhat astonished that I am celebrated for my philanthropic activities which, for me, are in 

themselves the long-lasting pleasure and the spiritual rewards of giving. My family call ourselves 

“ardent advocates”, specifically in the field of classical music, so truly, for me, promoting classical 

music is sheer joy!”  

The ABO/Classical Music Awards, which shine a light on those who contribute to the success of the 

UK’s classical music industry within the fields of orchestral, concert hall and artist management, have 

also taken place at the conference this week. Presented by BBC Radio 3, the awards were held at 

BBC Quay House, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays on 29 January hosted by the station’s presenters 

Elizabeth Alker and Tom McKinney.  

Winner of the Artist Manager of the Year category was Helen Sykes of Helen Sykes Artists’ 

Management who was praised for her impact leading the International Artist Managers’ Association 

Brexit Committee, contributing to lobbying efforts with fellow organisations including the ABO and 

providing regular updates and advice to artist managers in the UK and abroad, as well as to a host of 

British and EU based promoters including international orchestras and opera companies. 



 

Concert Hall Manager of the Year went to Programme Director of Kings Place, Helen Wallace, for 

her extraordinary achievement in curating Kings Place’s year-long celebration of female creativity in 

music and words, Venus Unwrapped. 

The recipient of the Orchestra Manager of the Year award was Peter Garden, Executive Director of 

Performance and Learning, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic for his work championing, devising and 

developing a strategic approach to the RLPO musicians’ performance, wellbeing and development 

and leading pioneering work to bring music to adults and children across Merseyside.  

Gavin Reid, Chair of the ABO, commented: “The ABO Award and ABO/Classical Music Awards offer 
an opportunity for us to champion the work of colleagues within the industry who help to make our 
orchestras a global success. The prestigious ABO Award enables us this year to acknowledge the 
monumental generosity and commitment Carol Colburn Grigor has shown to supporting orchestras 
and arts organisations in Scotland and the rest of the UK. Our ABO/Classical Music Awards put the 
spotlight on those who contribute so much in the areas of artist, concert hall and orchestral 
management - three pillars of our industry without which we wouldn’t be able to exist. Many 
congratulations to all the recipients.” 
 
The conference, this year hosted by the BBC Philharmonic and The Hallé, has seen over 400 
delegates drawn from orchestras both from within the UK and abroad come together in venues 
across Manchester and Salford to discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the classical music 
sector. The conference’s theme of “2020 Vision” has invited delegates to explore what the landscape 
for orchestras will be in 2030, from inclusion to programming, workforce to funding, broadcasting to 
the environment with events taking place in venues across the two cities including the BBC 
Philharmonic Studio and BBC Quay House in MediaCityUK, Salford, and at Chetham’s School of 
Music’s Stoller Hall, Hallé St Peter’s, Hallé St Michael’s and The Bridgewater Hall in Manchester.  
 

ABO CONFERENCE AWARDS - WINNERS 

ABO/CLASSICAL MUSIC AWARDS 
Artist Manager of the Year - Helen Sykes, Helen Sykes Artists’ Management 

Concert Hall Manager of the Year - Helen Wallace, Programme Director, Kings Place 
Orchestra Manager of the Year - Peter Garden, Executive Director of Performance and Learning, 

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
 

ABO AWARD 
Carol Colburn Grigor, Dunard Fund 

 
For further information and images please contact:  
victoria@victoriataylorpr.com / 07900183560 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS  
About the ABO Conference 
The ABO's primary event each year is its annual conference. It is a major gathering of the classical music 
industry in the UK, with over 350 delegates drawn from orchestras both from within the UK and abroad, plus 
funding agencies, venues, agents, publishers and suppliers. Our Principal Media Partner is Classic FM, with 
Classical Music as Print Media Partner and Help Musicians as Charity Partner. We travel to a different UK city 
every year where we are hosted by orchestras based in that city.  
 
About the Association of British Orchestras (ABO) 
The ABO is the national body representing the collective interests of professional orchestras, youth ensembles 
and the wider classical music industry throughout the UK. The ABO's mission is to enable and support an 
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innovative, collaborative and sustainable orchestral sector by providing advice, support, intelligence and 
information to the people who make British orchestras a global success. Recent initiatives include Resonate in 
association with PRS for Music Foundation and BBC Radio 3, which supports the best orchestral music of the 
last 25 years, and Find Your Way which identifies and offers training to future sector leaders. The ABO 
campaigned successfully for Orchestra Tax Relief and continues to lobby for the sector at the highest levels.  
www.abo.org.uk  
@aborchestras 

http://www.abo.org.uk/

