
 

PRS Foundation’s Resonate re-opens for applications from UK 
Orchestras to programme and perform the best UK orchestral 

works of the last 25 years  
 

• Grant support of up to £10,000 available to orchestras 

• Deadline to submit an application is: Monday 3rd October 2022 at 6:00pm 
 
PRS Foundation announces today the re-opening of its Resonate initiative, which encourages 
professional orchestras to programme into their repertoire the best pieces of UK orchestral music 
from the past 25 years. Resonate is a partnership between PRS Foundation, the Association of British 
Orchestras (ABO) and broadcast partner BBC Radio 3. 
 
Support of up to £10,000 is available to UK orchestras who want to rehearse, programme, tour or 
promote a piece of music from the Resonate database which includes the huge number of works 
commissioned by UK orchestras in recent years.  
 
The Resonate database is now live and can be accessed on the PRS Foundation website at: 
http://resonate.prsfoundation.com. 
 
Support will be given to orchestras who can demonstrate a commitment to presenting high quality 
contemporary UK repertoire which they will promote with the Resonate brand as part of a season, 
tour and longer-term audience development programme. 
 
The deadline to submit an application is: Monday 3rd October 2022 at 6:00pm 
 
Launched in 2016, Resonate aims to inspire more performances, recordings and broadcasts of 
outstanding UK repertoire, as chosen by UK orchestras, whilst strengthening approaches to 
programming contemporary repertoire for the benefit of audiences, composers and players in the UK 
and overseas. 
 
Resonate supported pieces have gone on to be performed across the UK including Aurora Orchestra 
bringing Thomas Ades’s “Concentric Paths” to Birmingham; City of London Sinfonia performing 
Dobrinka Tabokova’s “Centuries of Meditations” in Cardiff; 12 Ensemble performing Tansy Davies’s 
“Residuum” in Manchester; Ulster Orchestra performing David Matthew’s “Symphony No.8 Op.131” in 
Belfast; the Royal Scottish National  Orchestra performing Gavin Higgin’s “Velocity” in Dundee; and 
Chineke! Orchestra performing Errollyn Wallen’s “Concerto Grosso” in Southampton.  Resonate 
support has also enabled pieces such as David Sawer’s “The Greatest Happiness Principle” 
performed by the BBC Philharmonic and Oliver Knussen’s “The Way to Castle Yonder - Pot-pourri 
after the Opera Higglety, Pigglety Pop” performed by CBSO to feature at the world-renowned BBC 
Proms, which aims to bring the best in classical music to the widest possible audience. 
 
The Resonate database has been created to demonstrate the scope and quality of new music already 
commissioned by UK orchestras and to give these orchestras a chance to revisit pieces which would 
strengthen their programming of contemporary British music for orchestras. Pieces that would have 
been beyond 25 years old in 2020 and 2021 will remain available on the database for this year’s 
application process, due to the pandemic. The long-term goal of Resonate is to establish a 
recognised body of works and increase audiences’ familiarity with the music of the UK’s most talented 
composers. 

http://resonate.prsfoundation.com/


  
Joe Frankland, CEO of PRS Foundation said, “Having repeat performances of new orchestral 
works is an important part of creating and establishing the classics of the future. We’re delighted to be 
re-opening our Resonate initiative. Orchestras can apply to programme, perform and promote 
fantastic contemporary orchestral pieces - many of which have not received the exposure they 
deserve. The refreshed Resonate database underlines the outstanding quality of UK composers’ 
works UK and we are looking forward to seeing which pieces are selected to be programmed.”  

 
Mark Pemberton, Chief Executive, Association of British Orchestras said “The ABO is delighted 
that Resonate has re-launched. The creation of the Resonate database, and the PRS Foundation’s 
grants programme, has helped forge a step-change in our members’ commitment to performing 
previously commissioned works. It has also helped the many composers whose works have been 
heard once again by the public. We are grateful for the Foundation’s continued support of the UK’s 
orchestral sector, and look forward to the valuable partnership we have created continuing in the 
years ahead.” 

 
Alan Davey, BBC Radio 3 Controller said “Contemporary music is key to the future of classical 
music – new works and new voices will inspire new audiences and give new vitality to the art form, to 
audiences and players alike. We know that Radio 3 listeners are open-minded and curious, happy to 
explore music by composers who are drawing anew on the rich heritage of orchestral composition in 
the UK. Therefore, we are particularly proud to join PRS Foundation and the ABO once more in 
supporting Resonate, broadcasting stimulating contemporary music to as wide an audience as 
possible.” 
 
Resonate receives additional support from The Foyle Foundation and the Boltini Trust. 

 
 
ENDS. 
 
For further information please contact 
Liam McMahon, PRS Foundation on  
07834625985 | liam@prsfoundation.com  
 
For further information about the programme please contact: 
Elizabeth Sills, PRS Foundation 
020 3741 4120 | elizabeth@prsfoundation.com 
 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About PRS Foundation 
Since 2000 PRS Foundation has given more than £41 million to over 8,100 new music initiatives. 8 
out of 12 Mercury Prize 2021 nominees had received PRS Foundation support and the charity has 
supported BRITS, RPS, AIM and Ivors Award-winners. 
  
PRS Foundation supports outstanding talent from all backgrounds, covering the whole of the UK and 
all genres, with grantee success stories including Little Simz, Wolf Alice, Dave, Sam Fender, Years & 
Years, AJ Tracey, Anna Meredith, Yola, Glass Animals, Ezra Collective, Jade Bird, Ghetts, Shiva 
Feshareki, Sarathy Korwar, Floating Points, Nadine Shah, The Fanatix, Imogen Heap, IDLES, Kae 
Tempest, Kojey Radical and Emily Burns. 
 
Widely respected as an inclusive, collaborative and proactive funding body, PRS Foundation supports 
an exceptional range of new music activity through direct grants to music creators and through 
support for pioneering organisations, including venues, festivals, promoters and other talent 
development organisations. PRS Foundation founded the Women Make Music fund, co-founded 
global gender equality initiative, Keychange and most recently launched the POWER UP initiative to 
tackle anti-Black racism in music. www.prsfoundation.com  
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About the Association of British Orchestras 
The Association of British Orchestras is the national body representing the collective interests of 
professional orchestras, youth ensembles and the wider classical music industry throughout the UK. 
Its mission is to enable and support an innovative, collaborative and sustainable orchestral sector by 
providing advice, support, intelligence and information to the people who make British orchestras a 
global success. Recent initiatives include ‘Resonate’ in association with PRS Foundation and BBC 
Radio 3, which supports the best orchestral music of the last 25 years, and ‘Find Your Way’ which 
identifies and offers training to future sector leaders. The ABO campaigned successfully for Orchestra 
Tax Relief and continues to campaign for the sector at the highest levels, to help re-build resilience 
out of the COVID-19 pandemic. Current priorities include the impact of Brexit, and creating a platform 
for a more diverse and inclusive orchestral sector. 

 
About BBC Radio 3 
 

• We believe arts and music make the world a better place by bringing people together through 

shared experience and understanding, providing a place of inspiration, and a means to navigate a 

complex world.  

• At BBC Radio 3 we want to enable as many people as possible to have life changing musical and 

arts experiences. We aim to provide listeners with time out from a busy world through full-length 

artistic performances and slow radio that takes the time it takes.  

• We pride ourselves on being a commissioner and interpreter of complex culture; shining a new light 

on well-loved artistic works and investing in new artistic talent to bring cutting edge work to 

audiences everywhere.  

• We are one of the most significant commissioners of contemporary classical music anywhere in the 

world and the biggest broadcaster of live classical concerts including the BBC Proms.  

• From classical music to arts discussion, documentaries to essays, drama to sound art, video games 

and film music, to jazz, world, ambient, electronic and the avant-garde, there is a Radio 3 for 

everybody – we welcome you to join us on BBC Sounds, DAB, online, and on FM. 

 


